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CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES 
 
CONSTRUCTING SOCIAL IDENTITIES    Common Area Designation: Literature 
 
ABC, 123 (fall):         
Exploring the art of and values inherent to Children’s Literature, we will read and analyze a wide range of stories that engage the 
imagination, intelligence, and emotions of developing minds. Children’s literature is not simple in purpose or creation. We will 
define the characteristics of a “good” story, and ask how these stories shape our ideas about social identity. What does a culture 
hope their children will learn from reading stories? What lessons linger in the cultural consciousness? What is challenged and 
changes? Literacy is more than the ability to decode the alphabet and the words that those letters form.  We cannot underestimate 
how crucial “Kiddie Lit” is to the construction of social and personal identity.   
 
Minds Meet Culture (spring):     
Human infants are born with certain tendencies in how they process information. The meeting of these processing biases with 
information supplied by the sociocultural environment results in particular understandings of the social world, for example, about 
gender, race, status, and power. How do children acquire these important facets of personal identity? What are the costs and 
benefits of these constructions? Are there ways we can disrupt these developmental processes? Should we? Building on the first 
semester's investigation of children's literature and literacy, this course will turn to developmental science in order to continue our 
investigation into social identities. A special focus will be on how we can create opportunities for optimal and equitable 
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Empire in India? How did his strategies become a grammar of resistance for the various anti-colonial struggles around the world? In 
this seminar, we will explore together these questions and seek to understand how Gandhi grappled with local and global structures 
of power as he sought to build an ethically and morally just society in India. 
 
Visions of Justice  (spring):    
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who had never met Gandhi, was nevertheless deeply influenced by the “truth force” that was the 
lynchpin of Gandhi’s non-violent political philosophy. King particularly connected Gandhi’s “truth force” with Christian teachings to 
argue that it was possible to oppose non-violently the evils of racism without opposing those committing evil. In doing so, King made 
religious faith and moral considerations inseparable from his visions of justice. In this seminar, we will examine in-depth how King 
deftly interlinked non-violent political praxis, Christian doctrine of love, and various American political traditions of civil disobedience 
to make a powerful case for an inclusive democracy in America. 
 

GENDER IN EVERYDAY LIFE    Common Area Designation(s): Social Science   
       C.I.S Concentration(s): Gender, Sexuality, and Women’s Studies 
Defining Gender (fall):   
What is gender? What is gender normativity and why does gender have such a powerful impact on our everyday lives? How do 
theories of intersectionality help us to understand the ways that gender and social structures such as race, class, and sexuality 
interact and co-construct our lives? Drawing primarily on sociological studies and theories of gender, we will explore these questions 
and more, attending to the ways that gender shapes us and is shaped by us. Students will learn to think critically about gender in 
their own everyday lives and will also explore topics such as masculinity, femininity, stereotypes in popular culture, bodies, and the 
impacts of COVID-19 on gendered lives. 
 
Redefining Gender (spring):   
Gender is a powerful social construct. But how do people challenge gender normativity and sexism in everyday life? Through the use 
of social scientific research, memoir, and feminist theories and praxis, we will consider the countless ways that people challenge 
binary constructions of gender and systems of oppression. We will explore questions such as: what can we learn about gender 
through learning about the experiences of trans and nonbinary people? How do race and social class impact trans experiences? 
What can we learn about contemporary approaches to social change from U.S. feminist movements of the past? More specifically, 
how are theories of intersectionality applied in contemporary movements such as #SayHerName and #MeToo? 
 
 
LIVING IN A MUSLIM WORLD    Common Area Designation: Social Science    
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fulfilling idealistic goals, like spreading democracy, and the “national interest,” such as enhancing security. Choosing and 
distinguishing between them is not easy: sometimes no choices are made and sometimes appeals are made to one to justify the 
other. How are those choices made? How does the identity of the United States factor into the decision making? With readings 
covering the spectrum of American history, this course will define these two poles, discover the source of the United States’ identity, 
and try to answer these questions: when, where, and how can we decide? 
 
The Indispensable Nation (spring):   
In the previous semester we learned of and defined the choices that the United States makes between ideals and the national 
interest. Now, we put what we’ve learned into action. Through seminal events in American foreign policy making, we attempt to 
answer the following questions – which principles guided that action? How did those decision makers make that decision? And how 
did their decision ultimately affect the American political community? We will examine events including: American “interventions” in 
Latin America, the War on Terror, American responses to international human rights crises, and other defining events from across 
American history. 
 
 

CORE HUMAN QUESTIONS 
 
MATHEMATICS, CHAOS AND ORDER    Common Area Designation: Mathematical Science 

    
Data and Decision (fall
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Roman Lives & Afterlives (spring):   
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DRAWING CONNECTIONS      Common Area Designation: Arts 

   
Identity Networks (fall):   
Who am I?  Where do I go? What do I do? Let us embark on a journey to find the self. This course will explore identity through 
artistic process. Expression of the self is implemented through a multitude of art practices. Draw, cut, shape, mark, form, speak, 
move and dance! Students will gain experience in the creation of artwork. Coursework will cover techniques in drawing, portraiture, 
collage, relief and experimental approaches to expression. We gain exposure to a variation of artists working in different disciplines. 
Individual and group projects focus on making connections between informal research and concepts for the creation of work. The 
group engages in presenting personal work, analysis of visual imagery and dialogue.  This studio art course carries a standard $50 fee 
for course supplies. 
 
Visualizing Systems (spring):   
We use the spring semester to 
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own responsibilities for upholding a culture of human dignity in our global world. Together, we will examine the way that authors 
use texts to help readers empathize with others, reflect on the past, learn about injustices, and imagine new realities. Through 
writing projects that analyze, challenge, and extend authors’ points, we will seek to understand the way that words both fuel and 
mitigate conflict—in potentially productive and destructive ways. 
 
 
TRUTH, FICTION AND IDENTITY     Common Area Designation:  Arts or Literature 
       C.I.S. Concentration: Latin American, Latinx, and Caribbean Studies   
Seeking the “Other”  (fall):   
The experience of love and connection has frequently provided the impetus for artists to create great works. In this seminar, we will 
explore numerous forms of artistic creation from the Hispanic world including poetry, fiction, theater, film, visual art, and 
performance as we ask, “can we ever truly know another human being?” Primary sources will inspire us to delve into the themes of 
love, conflict, and alienation. A sampling of texts includes works by García Lorca and the Generation of ‘27, Neruda, Paz, Lope de 
Vega, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, and others. Performance, improvisation, and public speaking will have a central role in the course. 
No previous acting experience is required.      
              
Writing the Self (spring):    
In this seminar, we will read one of the most important novels of all time, Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes, as well as a post-Civil 
War novel by Rodoreda, In the Time of the Doves.  The consideration of the meaning of self, self-expression, and identity will form 
the foundation of our explorations as we probe universal questions such as the nature of truth versus fiction, madness versus sanity, 
and self versus society. Performance, improvisation and public speaking will have a central role in the course. No previous acting 
experience is required.  
 
 
 

NATURAL WORLD     
 
 (UN)NATURAL FOOD IN AMERICA                        
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contextualize questions at the core of modern society. It will also hone essential writing, oral, and visual presentation skills that 
make these concepts and experiences accessible to multiple audiences.  
 
American Activists (spring):    


