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Peter Canisius was the first superior of the German Province of the Society of Jesus. He 
worked as a missionary to win back the lands that had declared allegiance to Martin 
Luther's reforms. An understanding of the political structure of the Jesuits allows us to see 
why these early missionaries were so prized during the Catholic Reformation. Unlike the 
medieval world, Ignatius's time needed a mobile, highly educated, rhetorically skilled, and 
independent religious order to confront a transformed society. The land-based economy 
with its inherited privileges was fast giving way to an economic system based on the 
exchange of goods and capital. The age of discovery had opened up the Americas and the 




