
JOHN CHRYSOSTOM  349-409  

 
John Chrysostom was patriarch of Constantinople and is honored as one of the four 
Eastern Doctors of the Church (with Gregory of Nazianzus, Athanasius, and Basil the Great). 
He was born in Antioch, the capital of ancient Syria, one of the great cities of the 
classical world and a continuing center of culture during the Middle Ages. It was also a 
center of religious controversy, with competing classical and Christian philosophies.
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He stands wearing a purple chasuble over green and gold 
robes. A stole embellished with crosses in the Greek 
tradition is draped over his shoulders. He holds a scroll in 
his left hand that refers to his Homily 49 on Matthew:  
Christ’s miracle of the loaves and fishes is performed only 
once, to teach the people not “to be slaves to their belly, 
but to cling incessantly to the things of the Spirit.” The 
Greek inscription reads: EXOY ΤΏN ΠNEYMATIKΏN 
YΠEPOPA TΏN BΙΏTIKON (Cling to the things of the spirit; 
disregard the things of ordinary life). A yellow beehive, the 
symbol of his eloquence, and "honey sweet words" 
appears to the left of his head. In the narrative scene 
Chrysostom preaching to four men as he points to a man 
kneeling before lighted candles within a niche. The 
complex carving of the columns and the dome in the 
distance suggest Early Christian architectural forms, 
notably those of Hagia Sophia (Holy Wisdom) built by the 
Emperor Justinian 537-553.   
 

  
 
 
 
In the borders are crossed scrolls symbolizing his writings, and the Greek 
letters Alpha and Omega, symbols of the infinity of God derived from 
Revelations 1:8: "I am the Alpha and  Omega, says the Lord  God, the one who 
is, and was, and is to come." This and the Chi Rho are symbols of the Trinity 
that Chrysostom defended against Arian doubts. 
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