
MONTSERRAT COURSE DESCRIPTIONS
Fall 2024 – Spring 2025

CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES

THE ACADEMY
Common Area Designation: Social Science

Principles of Higher Education (fall):
This seminar provides an overview of the institutions, people, and issues that shape higher education in the United States. Students
will explore the history of higher education, including its purpose and evolution over time. We will examine the extent to which
colleges and universities are inclusive learning spaces, and consider the changing needs of the student population in recent years.
Throughout the semester we will explore the chall
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discussion, alongside mini lectures, writing, group work, and experiential learning with Worcester organizations. This course entails a
commitment to Community-BasedLearning.

Accessing Higher Education (spring):
In this second-semester course, students will refine their knowledge about disability and ableism by examining contemporary
conversations around accessibility in higher education. Our course materials will include nonfiction and fictional accounts by disabled
writers, digital media geared toward college faculty and students, and institutional policies outlining the responsibilities and priorities
of college adminis
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and science from their origins, through their easy collaboration and amity, and up until what is oft considered their first historical
scuffle, that between Galileo and the Catholic Church.

Science/Religion Since Galileo (spring):
The religious impulse and associated behaviors date back to the origins of humanity, while the beginning of what came to be called
science only emerged a few thousand years ago when the earliest interests in noting the “heavenly bodies” and calendar cycles
transformed into questioning
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potential field trips, students will explore the complexities of Italian-American identity formation from the late 19th century to the
present day. The course includes a Community-Based Learning (CBL) component, offering students a firsthand exploration of
Italian-American identity formation within Worcester. By collaborating with the local Italian-American community, students will
immerse themselves in experiences that enrich their understanding of this facet of migration history.

UNITY AND SOLITUDE
Common Area Designation: Literature

The Search for Unity (fall):
The drive to form intimate and group ties in the form of sexual and romantic bonds, friendships, f
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altering the identity of the country by ridding it of its “original sisi or
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Studies, this seminar explores how bodies are constructed as different in these colonial and imperial systems by examining
contemporary film, visual art, literature, and performances from the United States, the Caribbean, and Latin America. How do we
understand corporeal and cognitive difference? What happens when the bodies of Others (the enslaved, women, Indigenous
peoples, persons with disabilities, non-human animals, LGBTQ+ individuals) become objects of entertainment or scientific study?

Fictions (spring):
In the second semester, we will continue to learn from and about bodi


