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SO YOU WANT TO WRITE A NOVEL 
A generative novel writing workshop & salon for grownups 
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Writing Assignments and Workshopping 

The writing workshop gets a bad rap as critique sessions where we “tear apart the 

writer” through savage criticism. Although some writers probably deserve to be 

silenced, this is not what we’ll do in this seminar where we want writing to live and 

remain alive. 

Instead, what we aim for in “workshopping” another writer’s work is to try to 

understand what the writer is trying to say. As artificially close readers, we feedback to 

the writer what we understand to be their meaning, as well as what we perceive they’re 

communicating through the story they’re trying to tell.  

We also try to feedback how effectively this come across by telling the writer what works 

and what doesn’t quite work. For instance, we might say a paragraph gives us a very 

strong feeling for place because the specific details about


